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\To the Reverend and Right Worſhipful John Sudbnry,, 
Dr. in Divinity, Dean of Durham, and one of his Ma- 
jelties Chaplains in Ordizary. 


SIR, 

v J Hat Simplicius fays of ſome Beings, that, for the 
compleating the Order of the Univerſe, were Cre 
atea,Utriuique nexus mund! : # applicable to that 

» ' Place you ſtand in, in this famous Church of Eng- 
land, you being, utriuſque vinculum Ordinis, the higheſt of 
the Inferionr, and neareſt Boarder on (what nothing but an un- 


parelled Modeſty and Self-denyal, could have hingred your ar- 


. riving to, long ere this, The higheſt Dignity of the Clergy ; 


Ton ot only knowing, but Ingroſſing the Perfe@tijons of both. 
And therefore to one that moves (though its his greateſt Honour 
bet to be 50s 'Ad\\pav ) in the loweſt Orb of its Order, 4s 
my ſelf doth, (and who is mightily influenced by ſuch great- 
Lights as your ſelf) to have prefixt your Name, (without your 
Kyowledge and Conſent ) to this Dedication, would have been 
an unpardonable Crime. But that T know your Candor is [0 
reat and generous, as to give akindly Reception to what ever 
hath but the Reſemblance, much more, to what bears the Rea- 
lity of thegreateſt Truth (as the Subject of the following Di/- 
courſe doth ; and that that Comprehenſive Charity of yours, 
mh:ich can cover a multitude of Sins in Perſons, would not diſ- 
dain to correft what Faults may drop or flow from my Pen ; eſpe- 
cially about a Subjett, which « ſuch a ſubſtantial Truth, = 
that Eloquent Father ( Lact. Juft: de Veritat.] calls it, Pa- 
bulum anime. St. Toh, 5 %p7%55 3 (is That which con- 
tains [ſuch wonderful Rarities aud Sper - Excellenies, that it 
renilreth New Matter of Admiration to tae bleſſed Angels, 


even in their Beatifick Contemplations and Viſons of it ; whoſe 


Source and Head, like that of Nilus, becomes noPonly Dark, ht 
to the neareſt Approaches (of any Mortals Eye,) muſt darken ; 
as St, Paul declares,x Cor.s 3.12. 79 bATOptt! fpmr I} £06T=- 
T8 1 euriyp1a7t T hat we have but clonay Conceptions of it in this 

| ftate, 


State; the brighteſt & mo#t illuſtrious Exhibition whereof, being reſery- 
-64 to the other ; which then we ſhall there bebold 5p@ormOv ne & web 


_ ovTov, in its Unvailed Face and Appearances. And therefore ] am the 


bolder to expoſe to publick View, theſe my Twilight Apprehenſions of 
the Eternal Uncreated Truth, under the ſhadow of thoſe Meridian 
Ones of yours, moſt brightly diſjlayed in the viſible Repreſentation of 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth in that Learned and Profound 
SERMON, oz 1 Tim. 3. 15, Your Pillar being moſt firmly built 
on that Rock, ereited on that 4 ry Chriſt the Amen (:n the fol- 
lowing Sermon) is deſcribed to be, And without Inſinuation, Sir, to 
your moſt Advanced and Admired Parts ;, I humbly conceivegyou have 
fo unalterably fixt it on its proper Baſis, that ]. S's F hers Arr for 
ſure Footing in Chriſtianity, proves but Sandy and Sliding - your 
Pillar becoming like that of Hercules, a ne plus ultra, roche Romiſh- 
Church's, «r to any other Local Church's Infallibility. The Univer. 
ſal, Cathalick and Apoſtolick, Church being only Invefted with an Au- 
thority to Deliver, as ts demonſtrated, (not to make) New Articles 
of Faith,and to declare the Unſhakenneſs and Unmoveableneſs of what 
it is grounded on) Chriſts the Amen's Truth and Ve» 
Ground and racity, So that the Super itrutt ure and its Foundation, 
Pillar of the Pillar and its Baſis being ſuch near and neceſſary 
Truth,p.21. Relatives to each other, that the Former cannot Stand 
22, 1. 4. 5- mithout being ſupported by the Latter. To whoſe 
Judgment then, could I better recommend the Surve 
of the Baſis, than to ſuch a Ma#ter-Builder's,who ſo wiſely hath Buil: 
thereon, as that he needs not be aſhamed of hu Work. 1 que#tion not 
your approving what is poſitively aſſerted : (Ground 2xd Pullar, p.22.) 
of ChrifPs the Amen's Spirit, being the fitteft and firmefF Baſis for 
the Pillar of Truth : I only fear that the Dimenſions which I have 
hewen and roughly cut out, may not be proportionable to it. However, 
bow unpoliſht ſoever they be, whentis conſidered, that they are dugg 
out of the hardeft Rock, ( 1 Cor. 10. 4.) even out of what hath been 
conſolidated from Eternity. I preſume on your favourable Accep- 
tance of this Dedication of them, not _ in reſpett I may renew to 
your great Mind, and Contemplative Soul, what's moſt endearing to 
it, the Conſideration of the greate#t Truth ; but alſo, as its a Pub- 
lick Tgtimony of his juft Efteem for your great Parts and Piety, 
end of his beinggwith all ſmcerity, 


SIR, 
Your Worſhips moſt Humble 


and moſt Devoted Servant 
Thomas Daviſon. 
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and Co 
Cithe he Bro @ hom he wres 


or to withChebd why Te Ie: Thus 
when 'he writes t6 che the de in RE: 
Rev: 2/1; Chriſt repreemed by by pe nk that w 

the midſt of the ſeven Golden Vic Tha 

what he Ni V.'5. hat be nl artpy ces 


Can- 


out 0 gh x af their Biſbop out of 

of hit: among therh, 
hey, d not to the thereof; as 
ars from.ver/. 44 So-when Ea writesto the Churth 
in mJrna, V. 8. He ” ſet forth-by, Him that was dead, 
bat is alive : intira rings Ability and: Readineſs to beſtow 
on ſuch as didpeMſe e(in the! Profeſſion of the Faith ) 
Unto Death, - a Crown (hr Life, v,,.10. 

In like manner, when he writes tothe.Chmch in Per- 
gamus, end 26. 124 Hes brouph in” with s ſoarp two- 
eaged Sword : fignifying hy ing againſt, and flaugh- 
tering downheir heifoand - mentioned, 7. 4, 

I5. and this, nt the Sword of big W.0 R Dycalled (v. 16.) 
the Sword of his Mouth, Again, when he writeth to the 
Churth in Sardis, ch. 4: v. 1. Hes reſembledito him that 
hath the ſeven Spirits, and the ſeven Stars: implying his ſud- 
den and unexpected coming to Judgment againſt them for 
their Impenttency, V,-3+ 1 will come: 45 
urchin, Thus when, he writes ro 7A | 

hurch in, army V. 7. 


» Chathr nh refine bg: ena: 


Church; Or pag. (Bans ft ronab: Aalar 
and Prepogative i in the Mfparion the Preachers of his 
Wars, 'or tohis wonderful Power, evi itſelf in the 
err of of dic Grqpies, ; Hap (wv. 8.) 1 have ſet be- 

+ open. me Purpoſe e (ch.2.) when 
he. writes t6 the © Mr in- ne Prog is. charaQered 
by him, that hath Eyes like & Flame of Fire, and Feet of fine 

raſs, v.18, The flaming we wr the . Glorioms 
Attribute of his Ommiſciency, his x V-23- 4 
am he that fearcheth the Reins and Fatty Feet of 
fine. Braſs, alludes to that Troy Rod, (mentioned, v. 27.) 
with which he would corred# and cruſb his #ubborn Enc- 


mies 


«(3 /). 
mics, or ele to that Power 'and; duthorzey with which he 
would Rule and Govery them. And laſtly, when he 
writes to rhe Angel of the Church in Laodices, Ch. 3. V. 14; 
He is Ganalized by being the 4 MEN, asinthe\Text, 
in Oppoktion to their. Formulity and #hporriſy-: and what 
is allo worthy our Obleryation, our Saviour is brought, 
and doth appear in thele YVifious, commending their Yer- 
tues, even whiPfſt he's correcting them for their Vices ; 
teaching us, that 1a themidit of Hratb he can ſhew Merey. 
And further, which wyl-give ſome light tothe 7 ex, and 
to the following Diſcowſe, xe be oblery\d, thac fuch as 
are deſcribed inthe ſublequent Verſes, were a People that 
did jrequentthe Chri:an Afſemblies,and adbered to them, 
ſuch as nd a Form, but pothing of the Power of Godlneſs, 
ſuch as are deſcribed by. our Saviour,as had Propheſiedin his 
Name, Mat.522, Such as St. Part {peaks of, 274m. 3.6-Who 
creep into Houſes, and lead Captive filly Women, laden with 
ſins, led away with arvers Luits. Such who had trodden under 
foot the Sow of God, Heb. 10. 29. "Such were the Gnoſtic 
Chriftians, who, though: they had high advanced Con- 
aq oftheirK powledpe inthe deep Myſteries of Re/ag7on, 
and did conftantly keep to Chriitien Aſſemblies, yet they 
did not walk up to the Precepts thereof : no moredid'ma- 
ay of the Church of Laodices, as will a by the ſequel 
ofthis Diſcaw/e; for the better underſtanding of whuch, 
and of the Tex#, 11hall fpeak \to four things ; 

1. Shewthe various Gignificationof the word A ME VV. 

2aly. Whatis the import or meaning of it'in the T exr. 

3aly. What the - Crimes were which the 4 ME N 
brings in charge againſt theſe Laodiceans. 

Laſtly, Why commanded tobe written. 

r1/t, It doth, res certitudinem ac weritatem denotari, de- 
notes the Certainty and Truth of a Thing declared, in op- 
poſition to a Mental Deſizn, or Reſervation, and is equi- 

A 2 | valent 


(4) 
valent to'vero,” certo, truly and indeed: thus it is taken, 
"Au, dpiv Mow wulv, Ferily, werily, T ſay unto you; 
Mat. 16. my Mark A p clear Dm 

2aly. It ſignifies ompleating and Fulhlling of a 
Thad Promſed, as St. Paul uſeth it (2 Cor. pag In 
whom are all the Promiſes, tvei, s, aun, Tea, and AMEN, 
i.e. Compleat and Accompliſbed. 


3aty. It implys the approving of, and affenting to Pray- 
errand Praiſes, oppoſed to be well known and underſtood, 
which I take tobe the meaning of that of the: 4poſte. 
El/e, when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, how ſhall he that poſ. 
feſſeth the Room of the Idiot, likerate or neared, 
AMEN at thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth 
not what thou ſaiſt ? 1-Cor. 14. 16. Which by the way, 
lays an Imputation onthe Blind Devotion-of the Church 
O Rows, which prompts her Yotaries to fer and-ſay Amen 
to Prayers compoled and delivered in a Tongue Unknown 
to whoſe Zeal is breathed therein : as it doth alſo on 
the Raſbneſ1 of-many wife their: ready aſſenti 

£0, nay,commendi ext , Wndigeſted, unconcery'd 
Prayers, which, *tis ſcarcely poſſible any Heerer ſhould un- 
derftand, when ( without breach of 74, "by may be 

um'd, the Speaker himſclf is at a loſs. : 

4thly, It betokeneth- ſomething Promiſed, to be Per- 
formed, as, Subjettion and Obedience to the Willof God; 
which Senſe it beareth : Dez. 27. v.15, and 28. Curſed 
be hethat Confirmeth »or all the Words of the Law : and all 
the _— &, AMEN. 

Lsftly, It ſignifies an ardent Deſire, or hearty Wiſhing, 
cher ach, may. be done : fo it is tobe under dlece 
Cloſe of the Lord's: Prayer, ( Mat. 6. 13) and of each 
Petition contain'd therein. In this ſenſe alſo *tis taken, 
Rev. 22.20. He that reſtifyeth theſe things, faith, ſurely 


F 


z 

T-come quickly, Amen, Amen ; ſo come, Loyd Jeſw. But 
AMEN in theſe Significations, is takenonly Adverbialy, - 
and only exprefleth the AHode or Manner of A 
what is declared, to be True; or approving and con- 
firming of it to be \o; or, wiſhing and deſiring that it 
might be True. All which reach notthat Perfettioz and 
Excellency, that comprehenſive Signification of it, as *tis 
taken Subſtentively in the Text ; Which brings me- 
to the Second. GENERAL. 

24. General, Viz. Toſhew the fullImport and 'Mean- 
ing of it ia the Text. ; which theſe foflowing words, 
6 jdpros 6 mir 3, dun, i apy 7 Hows. The 
Faithful and True Witneſs, the beginning of the Crea- 
tion : do fully declare, they being the full rendring of. 
the Hebrew mm as the Learned and truly Religious: 
Dr. Hammond * obſerves, Faithful in the _ *-Gee Avyor: 
diſcharge of that great Truſt committed 17 
to him, YV:z.-The Revelation of his Father”s- n 
Hill. True, asmoſt worthy to.be believ*d by mony. 10 
that he not only ſeaked the Truth of his Dodrine with the. 
ſhedding of his Blood ; ( Fohn x4. 6.) butalſo, in that.he 
really is what he deſcribes: himſelf to be, Viz. Truck it. 
ſelf. This is the moſt Prepnant Signification of Chriſt”s 

ing the AMEN inthe > oy which: is. expreſſive of a 
moſt eminent Attribute or Property common to the three 
ever bleſſed Perſons in Unity : For God the Father is called 
by the Prophet (I/ai.65,16.) mx 1983 the God of Trath: 
God the Holy Ghoſt, the third Perſon, 7 mwvua * *AM- 
Sdes, 1. &. the Spirit of Truth : And here in the Text, 
Chriſt, the. ſecond Perſon is denominated the A MEN, 
Truth it ſelf :. which (like the Nature it expreſſeth) is 
incommunicable to any Creature : for, nullus unquam An- 
gelorum, Prophetarum, aut Apoſtolorum weniebat, dicens, 
Eyw 'Aulv My@ tu, 5.e, Noneof thedngels, Prophets 

an 


(6) 
and Apoſtles, durit ever: preſume to deliver any Meſſage 
from Heaven to Earth, with an, L,the AMEN, ſay wo 
ES y0u-: as a Learned Man obſerves* For, 
*$See Leudov. though, when the Beizg of an Angel agrees 
de. Dieu ad to the Nature of an Angel; his Conceprions 
Locum, "to the Truth of his Bemmg ; and his Ex- 
| prefſions ( or manner of declaring his Per- 
ceptions) to the Truth of his Conceptions ; he's called, T rae : 
So, though an Angel be named, Juſt, Holy, 

* Tet {ach is Good, and True inthe concrete yet he can- 


thewicked Ar-' not be called * Holineſs it elf, Juſtice it 


rogancy .of the ſelf, Goodweſs it elf, in the Abſtrat# : no 
Bp. of Rome, more can he be ly named, Truth it 
as to aſſume elf : for *tis an Eftabliſht Maxim in Di- 
this Title $0 ' vinity, as well as in the Schools, that, De 
himſelf. |, ent increato, nempe Deo, ſolum abſtratt« pr e- 

on dicantur, concreta wero de creato. For in 
the Nature of every Creature, how ſimple ſoever it be, 


we coficeive a Compoſition, ſomething as conſtituting, un-e 


anſwering to Form; ſamething conſtituted anſwering to 
Matter, as Metaphiſitians term them ; which is wholly 
repugnant to, excluded from the Nature of GO D, and of 
that Conceprion which we form of the Simplicity, Sing le- 
neſs, an& Oneneſs of his Deity. So fully is the word Amer, 
expreſſive of Chrift's Divirity. And as a farther Evi- 
dence thereof, *tis worth our Obſervation, that (men, 
Amen, I ſay mntoyou, inthe N.T. isequivalent to, Ego 
vivo, Dominus; Aslhiive faith the Lord, inthe Old; as 
Hieronimuw oblerves, on Mat. 18. For the Life of God con- 
ſiſts'in the Stability,” Steddineſs, Immutability, and in 
the Truth and Veracity of the Dizin? Eſſence: nay, the 
very ward AMEN, taken materially, as made up of 
Letters, carries a probability highly correſpondent to the 
Truth declarcd ; for like the Nature which it ſignifies, it 

| ſelf 
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C33 | | 
ſelf, is Imvariabils, its interial conſtituent Letters, bang 
Rerainds in the Hebrew, Caldee, Syriac, Arabic, Greek, 
Latin, and inthe Modern Tongwes, as Learn- 

ed Men have * obſerv'd, intire and whole; * Ladov. 
without any changeor alteration; nottoin-: de dies. 
ſift on. what Divinity and Sacredneſs is colt - Era Bed, 
cluded within its Significancy ( being ſome- | | 
what Extrinfive Forteign to that. fignification of it. 
which we have now in proſpeCt and purſuit) with which 
the moſt ſolemn, and moſt ſerigus: Performances of Chyi- 
ſtians, are concluded 3, with which their Prayers & Praiſes 
breath the very life,” the very luſt of their _u7dere and 
Fervency; with whichtheir Spiritval/Power and Efficacy 
aſcends up to the Throne of Mercy, to the Throne of. G/o- 
7y,. where even the Hallelujah*s, Heavenly Tranſports, 


Ecftalied s'of, the: Conftirm'd-' nge/s, and of, the 
Spiritsol ff Men, made PerfeB, are cloſed withal; did 
it will be the Concluſion (mayTioexpreſSic) of their 
everlaſting Hymns and Praiſes: So that Am n, in its 
remoteft f{ignification, expreſſeth the Sublimeſt - Per - 
fedticn, the Higheſt: Trach, Viz. the. Erermel and' Uk 
created Trath, Viz Got the Father; the ': Original: 
God the Sow ,-the*Revedled /;\ ahd God:the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Proceeding Trath.: - Truth being the very 
Bs ofthe Divine. Eſſevce, and. Attributes of the Divi 
Efſence.:-for God being the Only True: God, ( Joh.;5.20:) 
isdiflerenced anddiftinguiſhed from all £zl/e Gods, fuch as 
Iaels; whichthe Prophes calls, Texchers of Lyes, Hab.2.18; 
And alſo, of the Divine 4tiribates ; for, without it, God's 
UVnchangiableneſs would be a moſt fluctuating, uncertain 
Thing; his frat Pawer, but helpleſs Weakneſs; bor» 
rowing, its Strength from Imagination ; His Goodneſs might 


be deemed-to be bur th&:Overflowing of a [2 gm Phan. 
59, and not ſuch as ſprings from ſo Benign 


Bountiful a 
Na- 


nahi 

Natare as the Divine is { and his Mercy would-prove : but 
an uncomfortable Sant#tuary to miſerable Swpplicents and 
Sinners, if it were not reallized. But as A MEN figni- 
fies the Erernal Trath, ſo it implys its being the Original of 
all Truths : Hence Chriſt, the AMEN, is called m the 
Cloſe of the Text, the 5 «px Hlivews, The Beginning of the 
Creation, by whom all Things were made, Col. x. 15, 16. 
And according to his Eternal Platform of Truth, all Be- 
:#g5 derived theirs: tor though, as the Pro- 
Di See his Connors * of pray Ire- 
ſcourſe of laxd,maintains, and that upon weighty Re«- 
are Hf ſons: * That not only the Nature of Things, 
*butalfo their mutual Reſpe&#s and Relars- 
© ons, are Immutable, Unchangeable, and Eternal, being an- 
© tecedent to any Underſtanding OY Untreated. 
Yer, (in pag. 27-) he grants, nay, poſitively affirms, 
©'Fhar 'T in are futon having any Being antece- 
« denitly tothe Divine Lhd Pandey, that had it not been 
© their great Exemplary Pattern and {des, they had never 
© been Created, they had yet been undiſcriminated in the 
* Wombof Nothing. And conſequeatly, that the Truth 
of Things being interwovea with their very s, is de- 
rivative from Chris, the A ME N'S, the Orzpinal of Al ; 
but too near approaches to the Inacceſſible Light of this 
Eternal, Uncreated Truth,proves Darling. And: therefore, 

fo prevent my felfand my Reader from bei 
the further |Reſcarches after it, ' as P:late was; when he 
queſtioned, Hhat-is Truth ? Joh. 18. 38. ' I proceed to a 
ſecond and more Immediate Srgnification of the word 
AMEN, Yiz. Asit importeth the Truth of Chriſt's Cor- 
ceptions { pardonthe Expreſſion) imply*d in the Truth of 
_ theſe Viſions, which he revealed to St. John : for Chriſt 
(not St.:Fohn)) 15 the Aurhor of them, as appears' by the 
Title 


Tg 


ing puzzled in 
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beiohely b in his Divine Fer 4-H by w hich the 
Truth of whit he hath delivered, becomes moſt Inf{tible, 
and moſt Certain, And therefore, what Perfon could be. 
more eminently qualifiedfor, and eſſentially endued with 
the Motives of Credsbil:ty, than Chriſt the Amen ? Who 
fitet to reveal the Eternal Purpoſes of Heaven to Man-. 
kini,'than He ? Whois DT ana 20g eternal- 
ly preſent * to, 'but doth fully and equal] oy articipate' of 
one aid theſelf lame Nature Rich God the Father ; oſs) 
obſeureſt and darkeſt Secrets age could know, Tut he to. 
whox G God, the Sop, OE vet ntheenor declares, 
Mar, 'xT, 27: "-1 Ct rhe mole Order of the, 
Creation, one of thoſe 'V Virgins flowred Beings, 
of the” Holy Angels, who! er SPN in ER, e. - 
Sa: makes the neareſt approach to thaes whit 
is Intomprehenſi in Ggd%; 'and whoſe W:#: As He nebes 
pervert6d by-any"Witkednefs, bemg nowCanfi 
Goodneſs, and-in Glory and: there Ore imghe « 
poſed, or ſuſpetted 74 have (in whathe pore FFreXt) ; 
any defl gn to Tmpoſe on td Faith and Bebef of Man : 
yet his Rs T kr not paſs for Infalkble nn, 
nor his 'Avr3s, to, ” He hath faid'ir, for nncontroulable 


Authority ; "for he would fail 7 point of Knowledes, and.fo 

would be deficient in one main motive of Credibility. On: 

which account, T'conceive, St. Pau! (Gal. 1.8.) doth. 

not only reject, but Anathematize, declare. Accurfed the 

Revelation of an Angel, _ w hen it'Srepugnant 
W 


which 


would 
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| ( 10 
would argue very ſtrange Darkneſs and Weakneſs of his 
Underſtanding) to what Chriſt, the Amen, "ar dd 
and dclivered as Sound and Saving, Can we think then, 
that St. Paul would have cmbrgced for Bleſſed, thoſe Pe- 
ſtilential DofFrines, breathed abSalarey and Healthful, by 
Oral Tradition; when he would reject ſuch, though de- 
livered by an Angel? Butthough we cannot imagine 
ſich Wickedneſs in a Holy Angel, as to delude us with 
Falſe DotFrines';,, yet we cannot be Infallibly certain of 


+ What he delivers, to be True ; for though he doth, «no ix- 


ruitn, at firſt view, know the very Nature of Things ; 
et, as 10 Futurities, Contingencies, and of what is to come, 
* atalols. The Angels were ignorant ( as our Savi- 
oxr declares, Mat. 24- 36.) of his coming to Judgement 
inſt the Jews : and St. Peter alſo aſſerts, 1 Pet, 12: 
That they di not know the Errand of Chriſt's Incarnati- 
ez, oftheend of his Sufferings, and of hisChurches; and 
after theſe, of his Aſcenticn and Glory, SodefeQtive would 
an Angel be, in-point of Knowledge, But again, what 
an A may know of Things to come, is but by a bor- 
rowed Light fromthe Father of Light, by Revelation ; ſo 
that, his'Feſtzranies would not be; believed, or received 
as Angelical, but as Divine ;; for the ultimate Reſoluti- 
onof our Faith' and Belief, muſt be uoto Divine Authori- 
ty... . How pitiful, as well as proud, then muſt the 
vain. Pretences of the Biſbop, or Pope of Rome be, who 
of -._ _, would obtrude on the wag 95 World 
_ * Poſtquarm { - - his Private Dittates for Infallible Do- 
mel Rome. conſti- @rines : * Whereas the beſt that ever 
_ b, 4 hrgka, was in that See's PerteCtions, falls migh- 
1 Canſam Reli- 
Honis eſſe, non werbum Dei, nou antiquitaris conſen ſum, ſed Becle- 
ſie, i.e; unins Pape infallibilitatem. Is Cafaub. exerc, 16, 


Page 443. |. 31, 32, 
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tily ihort of thoſe of an Azge/, both in point of Kyoneage, 
and of Parity ; and both theirs, and theſe of an Angel, 
infinitely below Chriſt's, the AVEN'S Iafallibility, ab- 
ſolute Veracity, in what he reveals to St, John : forit 
Was not -ofſible that theſe /7/ons ſhould bemeer Thnſions, 
or Deceptions ; for Chriſt did not only ipfatlibly know 
the preſent State and Condition of theſe ſeven Churches in 
the leſſer 4/iz ; but alſodid forclee what Falſe Teachers, 
Formal Worſhippers of him, would ariſe in bis Church, 
( branched into particular Churches ) throughout the 
World ; nothing could eſcape the Inſpeftion of his All- 
ſeeing Eye : ſothat his Teſtimony could not fail in point 
of jou Ns and it wasas impoſſible it could be defici- 
ent as to laegrity ; that he ſhould impoſe on St. Fobn with 
Deluſions & Fal wies,ſuch being diametrically and direCt- 
ly oppoſite to what he is in the Text,and this by his own 

ommand deſcribedto be, iz. the AMEN, TRUTH 
it ſelf. So that the Word of Truth becoming viſible,bath 
brought within our Proſpect and View, the Eternal and 
Uacreated Truth, exhibitsas preſent to, what-was ſo di- 
Rant from. us, as God's Eternal Purpoſes. and Deſigns, as 
to our Sa/vation, were. Thus in time we are brought ac- 
quainted with the greateſt Myſteries of Eternity, and now 
we may read with our Eyes the moſt eadearing Chara- 
Qters (O ineffable, unſpeakable Condiſcention!) of Gods 
Eternal Love to Mankind, But yet the Glories of the Ox:- 

nal, UVncreated Truth, and of this Revealing it {elf to St. 
Sohn, might at this day, been wag up in Darkneſs and 
Ob/curity, been yet the hidden Myſteries of Eternyy. If 
the IntelleCtual Faculties of St. 7ohx, and Man's, had not 
alſo Truth and Veracity ſtampt on them, communicated 
tothem by Chrift, the AMEN : Which is the. 


B 2 Third 
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Third, and Lf hinge mply*4init :* For Chrit bein 
(OLI Nor: iefeſt Goos, : but the nk 
conrry 2 Tg Bs being the.. AMEN) Truth :. for 
Firſt Being Hines more 

lo he Founder ed to be cog rae} Fauntaio from whence'doth fol- ' 
, on which is-builethe Truth and Ve- 

Y 0g cacity of Man's Faculties, as it is molt ra- 
"x" See Des. tionallpailerred by.a late;* Philoſopher. 

Fe Orbe And: c find.one a hraed with a,better 


ner ts, not We jane Fa of any'D bio z-bur 
."Butſincetho Foundations of the ſhall 
ant the Immenſe Ne ot of Heaven © fi * 


iehe Element be difſolved by moſt ws roy 
wr rar (2 _—_ -10.). the 
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| Cool gration::of the : parry or: of the 
reat And [gar Day di che Lord'c.And ter 
ET he CF 72. our\Sqvioar ) hath ial} dnt pt ety 


in Mac." 4. 1.8, ) .. That. both F Fkever 
and — allpaſs away, before one "ie, For, 'or Kiegie, 
Titth 


Tittle, or P 9] FI 
fk Ln Link ity Fl Hl all be * Who excline 
as a; Ents ALL to that Opinion of 
of, and thathe willbe with his a her Hebrew Points he- 
( not b his Bodily Preſence, for that ing in uſe. in our 
is in Heayen ; nor by his Effential ' oy Days, I 
Preſence; for jends, Yevils,and the oints 
iokeget of Mep ire not excluded FA the feel Bible 


from it” ; but) Þ his moſt ous - acerl of the 


Prel, oy "and dirt by Striptar 

his Wor. ; Wy: fe Re: $3 i. ny: 
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RL 
cularly concerned tg the Exrours, and.to reform 
the Ma ofthe Ih are the Earth, as doth ap- 
pear Chril he EN was,. oy what he brings 1n 
. TE the - Chorch of Lao 'c 


rhe 
Led Is Third GENERAL. 


To Gow what Chriſt faith againſt her, 
fe eth theſe Laparceaps with unconcerned- 
n their Religion and Devotion, with Indifterency in 
both, og kewarmyeſs in water, they did partake 
of Gas of the Xtreams, yet r Cold, being ncithes 
| bee uprig t Chrifians ; whereas Reli- 
__ votian ſhould of the greateſt weight 
ei ea hk with fed Aion; d have ſuok moſt deepl 
uh, with which they ſhould 
= oy rely a as with what could beſt 
Kays pr Le wr Higps, X RO e's Clary 
/ 5 3 and Ls be moſt ſu tent tO t 
Meds As Fn but a ny 
6 a5 1 akon th things at the groakel Levit 7 arg 
htneſs, not ingh mp y,airy Notions, they fluftuat- 
and floaredin t of theſe Laodiceans, never de- 
ſcended into their arts, that they might be form'd 
there, ane pace OH -10t9 4 >pkituel Loye :: whech 


ed 'on the Truth, which they ofefſed 
CE Io bhi ERS uthor of it; t __ tour Sa- 
t 


viour paloontly ht - had been Cold ; 
Inwiſhthos. mert wy, Which weare nat to underſta ad, 
asif Chriſt had deſir'd, that they had been ſuch deſperate 
wicked- Siznexs, as never received any Inward Heat or 
armth. frgm.'bis Holy Spirit--: but. his meaning is, Ic 
had been better for, them, if they had never known, or 
heard of any ſuch Being, 2s the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit ; 40 
that 


ea, W hich leads me 
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that'Sins of Ignorance are not {6 grofs and grievious as 
thoſe are, y i626 committed rh) KnbWl., as theſe 
Scriptures declare, Viz. The Servant whith did know hit 
Maſter's Will, arid aid it not, was to be beaten with moyt 
ro aye he that wort) (art of it,, Luk. 12.47. And; 
It had been berter not to have known the ways of Righteouſneſs, 
than after they have kun it, to rari from the Holy Cont. 
mandment delivered to them, 2:Pet. 2. 20. Por Sins'coriy« 
mitred againſt Knowledge, itiply the Perverſenels'of the 
Will againſt Lighr; which, hoſe committed through Ig- 
norance, evidenceth the want ofit: for-which they com- 
monly meet with 'a'more' favourable *Reception' at the 
Hand, of Mercy, than the others'do': yet ſo fond are ma- 


- ny, as toflatter themſelves with a 'Self-Sufficiency,-#s' to 


their Eternal Safety, even: whiPſt'they are grarifying | 
their Sexfi , , Under the Diſpviſe;thePaint and Varni 
0 


(Cas frheſs clans 1d; pug, 17.)" of Hypocyify. 
Beranfe rhow ſift, ryan fr PHO ed. 
in need of nothing, &c, Which though" it be the'vaineſt 
Garb, the moſt Formal Dreſs of Chriftians'; yet; rather 
than want one, ( theſe Z40di#twi) were reſolved to 


wear it. Which is the© © 


Second Thing'to be confidered, Vis. Their H 
Which is a = hainous mer > —A- mo Sin, pre 
the Hypoerite of his own Soul;whiPſt he impoſerh on,and 
deceiveth _ and attempts t6'do the" like to!God, 
for which *is deſttvedly called, #dou- ' 

Fr hong me ah _ = —_ W ” | _ San- 
doth not only think, th itas e lex 
elinot ſee, but wh Wy 


at is no leſs than Tniquites. 

eclares; Pal. >; 29: WG - — 

ther ſuch in one as thy (- 
| Other- 


lits Hypocriſy, as the Pſalm! 


Bleſphemy') that God doth p ove off -"i5 5. 
Thouthoughteſt that Fivas nf 
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Otherwiſe he durſt aot $7 a of he Church of, Las, 


dices did )- brigg-his/1 to. Religious Al- 


ſemblics, and leave his! Soul = red. Fas Marths 4) about. 
the Concerns. oi hits Home anc ſuſſer his Soul in; tne of 


Worſhip ( like its Temperr)! to wander to and fro on che 


' Earth; »whenin ſhould be, ed 00 what, is Heavenly. 


thatwhiPR he.deceivertt þ a» Ot wardl Þ Iig highly. gil: 

hongareth- God, Inwazdly:; and indced, the. Tho 

which Hypocrice hath of God, "ATE Not : only Stereo PE 
| te Ones even og by 

Saorifies are moſt Rompons ane plendig, Rig ahdColt- 

ly; hillike the'4/ rand ther Ur ects be: By 
\ 4.CTC ificeth,, KQVOUKACOS | > Its _Wwath 

* Plago, Ale. 26: ha or r Offereth upto, 

P254e! F- ourer! of req th 

{end 
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fi Tevainly Eos [eee phony 
or thinks Godopee 
ed; i che iemag Tent anc ſtately * where- 
NB NT | 
Energt, de re- "Lo ecus,entertaigs. mare ZR 
rum Natura,” ';noblier EY of his. ature ; whi 
| hethus declares — TX [utc pollens opj-. 
bus ley noſtra. {And RE #05 ue Hon a More, rg-, 
ipbas,the. T ts it Out; 


of all OR : _ a; Max p 5622's ae ; 6,4 wile: 
Man. men ' may. be unto Br Wer «22, V« 2, Or, what 
Gain isthe. Hypocrige's made, Righteouſnel! unto.the\ 
Almighty? For he is not pnly: an; All- ſufficient, but a. 
Self-ſufficient Being,., And tho God requires Prayersand 


Praiſcs from his'Creatures, as Homages, of their Deen: | 


dency on, and of their Obedience to hum ;:; yet he 


not = 
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0 )) 
nothing, by: both or: either ; but. the ;Glory.of his Grace: 
ſhining in the Goodneſs of the Creatures Performance of- 
the one, and thankful Acknowledgment of the other 3 but 
the Heinouſneſs, and Deſtruttiveneſ(s' of theſe Laodiceans 


- 


 Hypocrily, | will turtherappear/71f!: 167 a 10ct t 


34lz,., We conlider their Spiritual Pride, a'icommon 
Cumpanion of Hypocriſy; which like Leaven-did not only? - 
ſour their Performances, and fo rendered them diſguſted; 
but alſo puft them up(with what rendered them dijdain'd)i 
with inward: Pride;; and 4 vainnConfidence (of a ſelf.! 
Sufliciency, | as.to-their;-Eternal Helfare and Safety : for) 
theſe Leodiceans thought they were rich enough in Grace, 
that they ſtood not uw need: of Chriſt's Gifts, nor of the 
Garment of -his Righteouſneſs, .v. \1 7; meerly: becaude; 
they did.conſtantly: frequeat- the:Chreſtian| A ſſembites:: 
whereas the A M EV didi notionly: Rnow;” butplainly! 
tells them, that they were poor, wretched, miſerable, blind, 
and waked,  V. 17. But: Hypoeriſy had rendered. their 
Condition.ſenileſs, and.the means of their Converſion ve-! 
ry difficult, 4fnot alrogetheriuſelels;: for being \not-ſenſi-: 
ble of the Sicknels of theit Souls ; they madeno Applicati-) 
on'totheir Spiritual BORN to Chrift their Saviour. Ja 
which Seale I underſtand- that Scripture, Mat. 9. 22. 
They that be whole need not a Phyſitian. Sucha ſound, and; 
whole Perſon was the Formal-Phatifee,. whom our Savi- 
our deſcribes} Lot. 18. 114 by his Prayer, Jn which 
wee.fiad no Coateſlion of Sin, no Supplication-for:Pardonj 
no Importunity for Increaſe of Faith, no Xzaltor Enflam- 
ing his Love, no; Earneſtnels for daily Aids, and Aſiftan- 
ces from Gods Holy Spiris:: [But on'the other hand, a, vairf 
Conftidencein his dwa Rightcoulnels;;a Boalting:of (with 
I thank thee, OLord') anda Glotying | in, whathe - 
ſhould have: been mightily humbled under ; 14s. God's 
Reſtraining Grace, in that he was zo /ike, for lewtl;; and 
" no- 


(id )- F 
notogious oo the Poor | Publican; who for all that 
wasdiſmifſed from the Footſtool of Mercy, an abſolved 
Penitent ; whereas the 'Proud Pharifee goes out of the 
Temple unconcernedly, hardened in his Hyporrify, 


But not to inſiſt,that the worſt of Torments(Which ſhews ' 


its moſt bancfutco Souls being reſerved for it ) inthe other 
ſtate, Matt. 24: 5. Appoint his Portion with the Hhypocrites, 
It's a Sin moſt deftruCtive tothem in this : for =ypocriſy 
ſaves: Souls off from-a Cordis! embracing the Tenders of 
Mercy. This is the fin; - theſe are the*Crimes, which 


Chriſt the IF M E'N' laid'itn Charge againſt the Church' 


of Laodices, But that 'we may not think that theſe ſins 
wereconfin'd only to the bounds of 4fia, and to the 
time,- when wa hor thy ures p77 Few: ps 
nuatity wason r- fin' of the Laodieeans; but 
that many Thoulirid in after and ſucceeding Ages 
would ariſe, and befound as Formal Worſhippers of God, 
and Chriſt; as well as theſe: Laodiceans were. For the 
Prevention therefore of 'the Growrh of Hypocriſy, and for 
thelncreaſt of Love to Trath inthe inward Parts amongſt 
Chriftlansin'the Ages to come, is one ( but not the only ) 
Reaſon,” Chriſt the 4 ME N commanded St. John 
toconfign- theſe Viſions to writing, which brings me to 


Fourth and'Laſf GENERAL. 
| we commanded to be written. To aſcertainto us 
the Infallible Authority of the Holy Scriptures, as Scripte; 
for I cannot conceive, that what is Infallible in it ſelf, 
(as theſe Viſions were ) when delivered'by Chriſt to Sr. 
Fohn, ſhould be leſſened'in its Authority, "when commit- 
ted to writing = more than what is deliveredby word 
of mouth, 'as theſe / ſons 'wereat firſt. Not only becauſe 


Chriſt commanded them tobe written ; which he would 


never have done, jf the ſo doing ſhould have A 
wo ther 
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me 0 
ther the Credibility, or %: bility of them; and alls 
Liter ſeripts manet 5 tvat alſo, becauſe words fla&uare; 
float in the Air ; and fo the Eſſentials of a Dvi#rine ( 6x- 
preſſed by then) iniay be ſoon diſpers'd, and loft : $6 
that there is very little, if atiy Safety atall, for fare-foor- 
ing in Chriſtianity on Oral Tradition : Tam fare, and ant 
confirmed m it by very good: hands; that many dange 
rous and deſtruttive Dectrines, both to Religion int 
eral, and to Chriſtianity in Particular, have ſprung 
from Ora! Traditiowm. The Worſbipping of the Sum, Moo, 
and S/ars, called Zebeiſm ; and the Adoration of many 
Gods catted Helimiſm, of Polytheiſm had their Riſe, and - 
Original of ſortie brokers Traditions conveyed: from the 
Patrierchs to the Gentites, * Andasfor 
the Dodtrimes deſtruttive to Chriſtianity - * See Bochart. 
in Particular: Suchas theſe that deftroy Phaleg. Gulef. 
the SatisfaQtion of Chriſt ard a good Life ; Gentil. Contr, 
isthe Do#rime of Meritsdoth the Wor- 1.'T.C. 4. p. 
ſhipping but of one God : which the 105. | 
Dottr ime of Worſbipping of Angels doth 
deftroy. The Having but one Mediator,. and Inferceffor 
(asSt. Paul declares) betrwixt God and Man; 1 T ins. 2: 
F which is multiplied into Thouſands: by Praying to 
mrs and Angels. The Adoration of the Creatory is 
= tothe Creatures-by Worſbipping of the Hoſt. The 
vidence of ſenſe deſtroyed by the Dottrime of Tranſubſt av 
tration, and the- Infallrbilityof Holy Writ ; by that of O- 
ial Tradition; from whenee all theſe dangerous, and 
damning Doctrines did at firſt flow ; and are at preſent 
zealoufly ( though but blindly )* embraced by moſt; 
and ftifly defended by ſome in the Church of R O ME. 
By ſuch Ty#4j# ons 'the Commanis of God:and Chriſt are 
made; or become > many alas !): of #onc Effect + 
2 bur 


RE 
(2@ ) 
butgf, to invalidate the Authority of the Scriptures, what 
St. Peter (auh ( 2 Pet.3. 16.) be Objefted, and which 
the Unlearned and Unſtable wreſt tocheir own Deſtrutts- 
on ; the Reply is ceady,/:z. Thar it is not any Untound- 
nels of the Doftrincs contained:therein, but the Injudi- 


ciousandavicked Minds of thoſe that pervert them, which 


doth deſtroy: for as wholeſome Food taken into a, Fowl 
Stomatk,caerupts chere, & ſo becomes Deſtructive to what 
otherwiſe it wonld have been Preſervative of (the Healch 
of the Body ) Or, as from the vain Imaginations which 
Men have had of the One. only Trae Goa, hath ſprung a 
Plurality of Deztzes, and laid the Foundation, of 1dolatry ; 
than which-nothing could'be, more repugnant to the Nz- 
zureand Deſign of that God, who upon no account will per- 


' Tit; nay, hath expres(ly. forbidden, T hat his Honour and 
Worſhip ſhould be given to another. Sothe main Tenden- 


cy of the Doirines delivered in the Scriptures, ,is to build 
us up ina moſt Holy: Fazth ; which the wreſtixg of them, 
doth pervert,to the-deſtroying the End thereot, Viz. The 
Salvation of our Souls: whereas many Do@Grines (ſuch as 
are above named.) delivered by Oral Traaition, carry 
along with them in their moſt genuine and natural Sexfe or 
Moerye, what 'is of a good Life, deſtruQtive ofa ſound 
Faith; and ſo, hazards the Damning of thoſe, who readi- 
ly embrace (and without the leaſt helitancy or doubt ) 
firmly believe them. But we have a ſurer H/ord of 
Propheſy, even the written Word of God, which is able to 
ws. ago ales unto Salvation, 2 Pet. 1.19. Allo, throughty 
to furniſh us. with all good Works, 2 Tim. 3.17. Out of a 
deep ſenſe of which. it was, that moſt famous Gemeral 
Council held at Chatcedon, had ſuch a Veneration for the 
Scriptures,that it erefted a magniticent T hrowe above the 
Seats of the Council, on which they placed the Holy Bible ;, 
ab 
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alledging its Authority, above theirs, 
has Jujbcling reports the Tr enfadts 


ons of that, Conici, : *, Agrecable_ 


to, which, allo. is that of St. Cyr4/ of 
rnent/aghn tus Apol:getic to T heo- 
doſius. the Emperour, Viz; Speaki 

i the (Ae pn Mt eye the 
manner, . The Holy Synod. dothicons. 
ſtitute cri the Aſſ-ſſor, and Head, 
and place the Venerable Byble on a 


ſacred Throne,crying out, or aloud, 
(as it were) rQ the L4/ and Pref. 
bjters. then preſent, eume Tuſk, | 


Upright TJuagment ; whic may cor- 
rect the Inſolent Arrogancy of the 
Pope of Rome, who allumes to him- 
ſelfche proud. Tule of beings woe on- 
ly, the Univerſal, but Infall;ble Head 
of the Church; which all the Religt- 
OMHS Biſbops and Prieſts, all.mbvled to- 
ether in theſe Councils, durit not al- 
4s ; but moſt humbly acknow- 
ledged Chriſt to. be the Univerſal. 
Head over his Church, and -the Ho- 
ly Scriptures tO be her Iafalible Guide. 
In which ſenſe. a late Cririck [| See 
Heins Exerc. ſacrus. P- 147. ] inter- 


prets that of St. Luket, 7,4, x, Now 
when he had ended all his Sayings. Quaſs 
MSL QUITE, verbs tom: FUSS, X 
tlyedp>s i.e, Of the Self ſufficiency of 
the Divinely, inſpired Scriptures : which is one main end 
why. Chriſt the AME 
But, 


be written. 


tho/a General Conn- 
* Paſſims hec verbs 


repertuntur;s 'V iz. 
T@egrapkrs i Til 
 MAsce. eyes os 
aleTS,  xxegils- 
Interpoſita in needzo 
Sacro-ſantta & we- 
nerablia Evangelia, 
Trem, 'H 6110 ovyo- 
Dos, Zivedegw ,'" x, 
@aD*g KeauAiy ian 
S 0 Xe450, idnx 

£Y & ;\ 
Tv ens  ERG 
Atov EMS)» T08 
&Yiols  Tegyors "Kef- 
14% - IYxccrov n@frale. 
1.C. SautFusS1nodus 
Chriſtum conſtituit 
conſeſſorem, ac we- 
lut Caput *:. deinde 
Evangelium in 
Throno ſacro collo- 
catumSiacer dotibus 
inlonans, Tuſtum 
Tudicinm Tudica- 
te. Juſt.in Car. 
Page 15. 
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io { 22 ) | 
"2d. broogtrin © unteee did concern eheſe Lio- 
diceans,V iz,To perpettrteto Poſterity Go@'s anid\Chrift's 


Deteſtation of Hypocrify :* 2 (in fo hateful to God, 'thatit 
of! ove with thoſe very Times and Places, 


made him out 
(though of his own Inftitation } - which otherwiſe 
uſed tobe thedelightof his Spirit, Yiz. His Sabbarhs and 
Santtuaryt under the Law: the Mar did hallow the Sz. 
erifiee ; and the $26b4xh, Religions Attions done thereon: 
But Hypoerify defecrated - the one, and unhallowed the 
other. Hence God ts brought in by the Prophet I/azeh, 
r.13. Compliming:-ofthe New-Moors and Sabbaths ; nay, 
declaring himſelfwearted' with (whar otherwiſe won 

have rejoyced him ) their ſolemr Meerings. And no'won: 
der it Hos be _—_ that Sf rg : mk 
very Sacrifices of the Fhyphcrizes ( or diſguiſed Wicked 
Ones) for Hhporriſy is mightily og of ('whit 
Godis moſtaverſe toY Whew xnd Fury : in that it moſt 
groſly abuſer" and contermneth Gods Ommifciency, Pal. 
ro. 13. For Hypocriſy doth with God, as the Philifine; 
Fed wilt Sampſon, pats out His All-feeing Eyes, and then 
- obey they did, int abuſing'of it : which (as che 
P/almrff declares, Pſat. 74-11.) How'doth God know? Arid 
with a'Tofh ( Pfal. 94. 7. * God dotÞnof fee'; reither doth 
the Gol of Jacob regard ( what he cannot Behold without 
Abhorrency) :s binden art ſerver Iniquity.” Brit as its 4 
ſin abominate4 of God; fo *ris alfo diſguftful ro Chrift ; it 
Rid rendredtheReligious Performances of theſe Laodice. 
ans (0 crnde and Raw, that they con'd not down witli 
Chriſt; and when they did, it was bur" rg caft therrupiin 
ſuch a manner #s declar*d, his /oarhing and abhorring of 
them ; imply'd by; a eve them out his mouth. By which 
he would reach chriFans in After- Aer, to ſhan and'fly 
1S$'Rod, when it ap- 


Hypocriſy, as Moſes did from beforeh 
peared 


2 
peared with theface of 22.9) other vie,'e00 near aP- 


oaches to, and frequent ule of it, .ma g them to 
Death : and allo, that its Righteouſneſs is but like the 
Weavings of a Sp:ders Webb, which tranſmits the ſin,and 
what it.cauſeth, thame ;.,both which x ſhould cover, ex- 
poſeth both to the In{pettion of the: Al-/ceing Eye ; and 
that its Remains will prove as deadly as'Poy/on.; for the 
Artificial Coloury of Hopoe , are like the Paintings pf 
Jezabel, but {pecious Indications of a Whoriſh Heart, 
adding after range Gods ; or, 'what -is;not God... And 
therefore, that its end, like hers. (ſince God and Chriſt 
do ſo.juſtly abhor it ) will prove Wreeched and Msſerable, 
2 King. 9. 33-: This is another Reafon why theſe Y ions 
Wee com nmpgad nee ee Boks hd af. 

z4ly, Toperpetuate, Chriſt's Care a atchfulneſs 
over his Church : ; for he the Bidegroow being gone before, 
to prepare for his Bride, Manſtons of Glory, Joh. 14. 2. 
Leaſt, by his ſo long ſtay orablence/ from her, as till the 
End of the World, leaſt he ſhould ſeem either to leaye her 
Comfortleſs (which that, he, would [not do, ſhe hath 
both by Mord and Writing from:him. for it; Joh. 124:18:) 
or kindle her Fealowfie, that' he was forgetiul of her ; or 
to prevent her being Foxd. of other Lovers, be cauſed 
_ (as.it were) - on Paper, the indelible Charatters of 
his Heart and. AﬀeQtion' towards her ; that though ſhe 
could not hear his Voice, which .is. moſt-Raviſhing ;,nor 
ſee bis Face, which is altogether 'comely-.: ;yer ſhe might 
read in-thele his Epiſtles.of Love, what might tranſport 
and raviſh her, Y;z, His conſtant Care and Vigilancy 
over her, teaching her nqt to-make her Addreſſes, or to 
put up her;Petitions with Cour:ſbip and Complement, with 
Formal Shews and Pretences : but in fuch a-manner as 
became the Gravity, and "Chaſtity of his Beloved, Viz. 
with Truth and Sincerity. Whuchis the 


Fourth 


... (445) hy 
-Prirth and Car Wa. be infiſted*on}' ati Reaſon 
why Chriſt the Amer commanded St. Fohnto write theſe 
Viſions, Viz.' To teach thoſe Laod:ceans, and all Chriſtians 
in ſucceeding Generations, to worſhip God with Inward 
Sincerity,/ which is beſt agreeable :to the Nature- of: God; 
as he is a Spirit ;* and to that of the Amer, ' as. he 187 ruth 
i /4f: and to'what he hath enjoyned, John 4+ 24. Viz. 
They that 'Worſhip God, muſt worſhip hin in Spirit and its 


Truth. For without Inward Truth and Sincervty, our Wor- 


ſhip-will be' bur like Body withouta Soul, cold arid dead, 
appear but with the ſhape of what it waits, its Enliven- 
ing Form. -For though - theſe Laodrceaps might appear 
with freſh and fair Faces 4n-the Religious Aſſemblies ; 
yet they had but cold and dead Hearts; however, not ſo 
mucly Davard Heat Fas could! denominate them Livirg 


 Worſbipptrs of the Tyut God elſe Chriſt the Amen had not 


ſo affectionately (as he did)” wiſht, they had'beeneither 
Cold, or Hot, v: 15: Anditherefore, by way of Corallary,l 
ſhall conclude wirh'the Amer?s Exhortation, v.19. which 
I hope the Coilſideration of, '&ttly Reade rs, having read 
the Trarbdeclated, agitisin Joſs, may-inforce upon you. 
For alas Vit may beprefiimed; without Breach of Charity, 
that there aretoo-too- many-amonglt us, as well as there 
were/in the Church'of Laodicea, who areneither Co/4'nor 
ot 5,nay\} whe are Cold 'i89/welF' as-Lukenarm,”  Letus 
therefore follow C4#i/Ps 'Pxhorration, v. 19. Be truly 
"Realous,' and Reperti” Repent''of our Coldneſs and Lute- 


warmneſs, of our open Prophanin'ſs and Formal Hypocriſy, 


df ourfporting with Si, and of our abuſing of Religion 
'an@Piety, tif we would! prevent our being pluriged into 
Etetnal 'Miſety,”-Forit is not our being born and Prought 
'1pwithin the beſt Conſticuted Church (asour Holy Vo! 
- her the Chnrch of England 15 )* in the Chriſtian World ; 'it 
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( 25 ) Þ 
is not the ſoundneſs of her? Ded#imes, being the ſame 

which Chriſt the Amer taught theſe Laodiceans, nor the 
Purity and Innocency of her Ceremonies, nor the Primi- 
tiveneſs, Antientneſs, and Apoſtolicalneſs of her Govern- 
ment by Biſhops (who in this and the forgoing Chapter, 
are honoured with the I itles of Awgels) nor our frequent- 
ing her Churches, and formal joyning with her Prayers 
and Praiſes, that can prevent our Lukewarmneſs and 1x- 
differency in the way of her Worſhip ( as theſe Laodice- 
ans were in theirs) trom being our everlaſting Ruine, un- 
leſs we ſpeedily repent us ofour Hypocriſy ; make Applica- 
tion to Chriſt the 4-en for Eye-ſalve, to clear the Sights 
of our Unader/tandings : fo that we may not only ſte the 
Neceſlity, but alſo the Excellency of Worſhipping God 
with Sincerity, unleſs we importune for the Garment of 
his Righteouſneſs tocover our Nakedneſs ; and cover ear- 
neſtly for the Gold of hisGrace, to enrich and adorn us ; 
that what Formality hath rendred Mean, nay,Contemptible, 
the Modes of our Worſhip may be approv'd of as truly 


' valuable, by the Amen, Truth it ſelf : which will be beſt 


evidenced by our being truly Zealozs for the Glory of his 
Grace; which by humbling us for our Fhpocri/y, deſigns 
to exalt us : and indeed the holy Ardour of the Religious, 
breathing themſelves out in Zeal, is highly commended 
by St. Paul. Gal. 4. 18. 1t is good 0 be Zealouſly affetted to 
every good Work. For it wipes off ( from a People ) that 
Reproach of Colaneſs, and Lukewarmneſs which the 
Amen refle&ts and caſts on theſe Laodiceans. But then 
our Zeal muſt not be like that of Fehu's, which had more 
of Light toamaze the Underſtanding, than of Heat toin- 
fame the: AﬀeCtions of others : -but like fo that of St: 
= theBapriſPs,which was a Burning and Shining Lighr, 

efining the Soul from the Droſs of Sin, whiPſt it guides 
and conduQts others in the ways of Sanity : and now, 


4126) 
if ever our Af! ought cminently to appear '1n the evil 
Days of Schiſm and Separation, not only as an Evidence 
of that Holy Religion which we protels ; for which we be- 
come the Object of the Hatred and Envy of all Dividing 
Perſons from us) bur alſo that the Sincerity of our ZF/ 
may outvye its Paint and Varniſh, Formality and Hypocri- 
ſy drawatothe Lite, even in the Pretenders to, and Mo- 
nopolizers of ray and Holizeſs. - By, ſo doing, we 
ſhall vindicate the Honour ofour Religion from the Ca- 
lumnies of evil Men, procure to our moſt gracious So- 
veraign, the Defender of it, Bledings Temporal and Spiritu- 


&, and ſo ſecure a laſting Eſtabliſhment of the Mode of |l. 


our Worſhip to us, and to our Poſterizy, Then need we 
not fear that the Gates of Hel, Rome, or Geneva, ſhall 
ever 1o prevail over us, as to overthrow that Truth which 
Chriſt the Amer bath Eſtabliſhed amongft us. So bleſſed 
and happy a thing it 1s, to be ſincere zealous Worſhip- 
pers of the God of 7rth, to be thus guided and directed 
in the ways of Holineſs, in the PraQtice of Piety, by the 
Spirit of Truth ; for ſuch ſhall be, gloriouſly, and that 
everlaſtingly rewarded ( reaping the Fruits of their Z4al, 


and Laborious End of their F4ith, the Salvation of their I” 


Souls) by Chriſt the Amer, Traeth it {elf, who hath pro- 
muled, ( Rev. 2. 20.) to confer on fuch as perſevere in 
the Practiceand Profeſſion of true Piety, a Crown of Life. 
Which that my Readers and my ſelf may be made Parta- 
kers of, God 1n his Infinite Goodnels, plant not only 774th Þþ 
in our Inward Parts, but alſo {ſincere Love and Afﬀcttion Þ 
to it; that we may live tothe Glory. of God the Father, 
the Original ; of God the Son, the Rewealed ; and of God 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Procced/ng 1rutb, both now and. for 
ever, AMEN. ; 
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1 Account of ſome of the Matters Treated of in the Firſt and Second Vo- 
lume of A ColleQtion of Letters for Improvement of Husbandry and 
Trade, by John Hougi\ton, Fellow of the Royal Society ; to be ſold by 
Robert Tlavel, at thePeacock 1 St. Pauls Church-Tard,and ſeveral other 
Booksellers. 


N VOL. I. Enquiries concerning Agriculture. Advantages we 
might receive by Incloſure, Clover and Cole-ſeed. The London way to 
re Neats Tongnes, Conſiderations about Trade. The Matter and Uſe of 

ſoney. Advantage by French Furze:. An Account of Mr. Firmins Book to 

ake L:#nen, Dr. Plots Letter, propoſing Remedies againſt Uncertainty 
1d Loſs of Crops, Smuts, Meldews, Lodging s of Corn, and its being eaten up 

Birds. An Eſſay, to- ſhew that the Plantations Increaſe or Improve our 
ople. The Manner of Planting Licorice. Beſt for England to have Tre- 

4, Rich, Spatn not hurt by its Plantations, nor England by Proaigality, 

t Fnrich*t by High Living. The Way and Method of Improving Land 
Marle; from Mr. Adam Martindale, The Hiſtory of Malting at Der- 

A Defence of the Iriſh A&, The way to gain the Linnen- Manufatt- 
The ways to make ſeveral ſorts of French Bread, from fohn Evelyn, 

q; An Improvement by Parſly, from Mr. John porlidge. Obleryations on 

e Eaft- India Company and Bankers. A Particular of the Goods Import- 
to, and Exported from London, in Fanuary and February, 168% ; with 

e Number of Ships. An Experiment from Mr. Worlidge, for Improvin 

d Fyning Syder : wich ſeveral other Things : and an /ndex to this Fir 

lame; Containing 24 Sheets. 

n/VOL, I. A Token for Ship Boys, or Plain-Sailing, made more 

ain; from Mr. Adam Martindale, An Account of a new Manner of 

wing, whereby was done in-three Days by one Mar and two Bullocks, 
much Work as could be done with four Stout Horſes and two Men in 
ht Days. A Second Experiment from Mr. Worlidge about Syder. Expe- 
nents ahout Port-Sea Salt. An Eſſay to prove 1t England”s Intereſt, to 


Wſtroy their Wood within twelve Miles ofa Navigable River. The Plant- 


p of Saffron, by the Honourable Charles Howara, Eſqg Enquiries relat- 
to Husbandry and Trade, Drawn up by the Learned Dr. Robert Plot, 
.D. Keeper of the Ajſhmolean Muſerm, and Profeſſor of Chymiſtry in 
Umver ſity of Oxford, and Secretary of the Royal Society of London, A 
eipt of Br unſwich- Mum ,and way to Improve Meſſie-Land., An Offer 
make it 2ppear, That it is the /ntereſt of the Subjects of England, and 
cl! for the /mprovement of Husbandy and- Trade, plentiſully to Supply 
Ir Kin; : In a Letter to Roger PEſtrange, Eſq; In all, fourty two Sheets 
twenty Numbers : and 1s deſigned to be carried on by two, or more 

ets at atime, Monthly, or ſconer, or later, as Occaſion offers. And if 
/ have any Propoſal or Experiment, for the Good of the Kingdom, that 
Jare willing co Communicate,if they pleaſe,they may ſend it to theEdi- 

got, in St, Bartkolomew- Lane, behind the Royal-Exchange, Lopdon- 
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